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Welsh Language 

Welsh is one of the six Celtic languages, dating from around 500. It is a 

Brythonic Celtic language (like Cornish and Breton), as opposed to 

Goidelic (Scottish, Manx and Irish). There are around 320,000 fluent Welsh 

speakers. 

Cymru – Wales 

 

Cymraeg - Welsh 

Place Names 

Aber Mouth of a river 

Afon River 

Blaen Source of river 

Bryn Hill 

Dre Town 

Llan Church 

Pen Top of 

Pentre Village 
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Welsh Language 

Until the industrialisation of Wales from the late eighteenth century, most 

people in Wales were monoglot Welsh speakers. English began to be spoken 

as immigrants moved into Wales from England. 

In 1847 the government produced a three-volume report 

on the state of education in Wales. It concluded that the 

Welsh were ignorant, lazy and immoral and among the 

causes of this were the Welsh language and non-

conformity.  It aroused anger in Wales and it was called 

‘the Treason of the Blue Books’ (‘Brad y Llyfrau 

Gleision’). Nevertheless it led to the introduction of the 

‘Welsh Not’ in schools, and the Welsh language 

declined in importance until the 1960s. 
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Eisteddfod (Plural Eisteddfodau) 

The eisteddfod is a festival of literature and performance. It is supposed to date back 

to the twelfth century and the Celtic bards. The present eisteddfod, however, dates 

back only to 1792, when the tradition was revived by Iolo Morgannwg.  The National 

Eisteddfod has a different venue in August of each year, but there is an annual  

International musical Eisteddfod, held in Llangollen every July. 
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Cymanfa Ganu 

Cymanfa Ganu (Singing Festival), is a Welsh festival of sacred hymns, sung with 

four part harmony by a congregation, usually under the direction of a choral 

director. In Wales, a Cymanfa Ganu is still an annual event in some chapels and 

may take place at festivals such as the National Eisteddfod of Wales. Cymanfa 

Ganus also occur around the world - wherever people of Welsh heritage live. 

Male Voice Choirs 

Wales is also well known for its male voice 

choirs, who perform (usually only 

accompanied with a piano) all over the world. 
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Lovespoons 

A lovespoon is a wooden spoon decoratively carved that was traditionally presented 

as a gift of romantic intent. The spoon is normally decorated with symbols of love, 

and was intended to reflect the skill of the carver.  The first Welsh lovespoon dates 

from 1667. They were carved by men and given to their loved one. The carvings 

usually have meanings – such as a lock for security.  
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Rugby Union 

Although football has always been played by more people in Wales, rugby union is 

regarded as the national sport of Wales. It started to be played in Wales in the 1870s, 

and remained an amateur game until 1995. It was ideally suited to physically strong men 

who had spent their working week underground. Wales has enjoyed many years of 

success. The national team was most successful in the 1970s – but they have won three 

‘Grand Slams’ (beating England, Ireland, Scotland, France and Italy) in recent years 

(2005, 2008 and 2012). They play home games at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff, 

which has a capacity of 74,500. 
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Famous Welsh men and women 


